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PADM 2120 Introduction to Urban and Regional Planning  
Instructor Information   
Instructor name: Sowmya Balachandran (Ph.D.), Pronouns: (She/her/hers) 
Email: Sowmya.Balachandran@unt.edu 
Phone Number: 940-565-2000 
Office Hours: 11:00 am to 1:00 pm on Thursdays at 204 M, Chilton Hall 
 
TA name: Inwhan (Greg) Lee 
Email: inwhan.lee@unt.edu 
Office Hours: Tuesday, 3:00 - 4:30, Chilton Hall 114 A 
 

Class times and location  
Tuesdays and Thursdays (9:30-10:50 am), Matt 112 
 

Course Overview  
Urban Planning is the process of analyzing, designing and distributing public resources to produce equitable and 
sustainable outcomes. At its best, urban planning daylights the frameworks and systems that shape cities and 
the lives of people within them. At its worst, planning has been used as a tool of segregation and control. Why 
are some cities more livable than others? How does the built environment influence human behavior and 
interaction? Which forms of governance create synergistic relationships across the public, private and civic 
sectors? What kind of professional knowledge and expertise help to enhance the sustainability and quality of 
cities and regions? These are the questions that interest and motivate planning professionals. 
 

In this course, we will examine the evolution of urban planning as both a professional endeavor and a 
collective practice. We will investigate how the physical, economic and social development of cities created 
historical and contemporary antecedents for urban planning. We will assess the evolution of planning goals, 
strategies and practices across contexts, examine different types of plans and survey the techniques used to 
prepare and implement them. We will debate the complexities and challenges of a profession and field of study 
that coalesces politics, economics, law, human behavior, social advocacy, architectural design, environment 
science and the common good. 

Course Objectives  
At the end of the course, students are expected to be well versed in the major elements of and debates within 
modern urban planning. Specifically, you will  
 

1. Understand the social, economic and technical factors that allow cities to form and to thrive at 
different levels of development. 

2. Understand how urban planning evolved and how the practice of planning today differs from 
practice in past decades.  

3. Have a better understanding of the ways in which race, gender and class impact the experience of 
the city. 
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4. Be conversant in land use concepts such as zoning and be able to discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of different land use regulation tools.  

5. Have a good understanding of how transportation systems contribute to urban form and interact 
with the built environment. 

6. Understand how approaches to planning and challenges to planning differ in the international 
context.  

 
This course presumes no prior training in the discipline. Following this course, students will be well prepared to 
take any number of specialty courses within the major including GIS, demographics, transportation and land use. 

Recommended Materials  
1. Levy, J. M. (2016). Contemporary urban planning. Taylor & Francis. 11th Edition. Routledge: New York. 

On-Reserve at the Eagle Commons Library. 
2. Articles, reports and other materials on Canvas 

How to Succeed in this Course  
• Prepare for each session by reviewing reading materials and undertaking assignments with full integrity.  
• Engage in a meaningful intellectual discussion in class and on discussion groups in ways that further 

learning for everyone.  
• Use Grammarly and Turnitin for improving the quality of your writing 
• When Pack Back discussion rooms are available, use the guidance to improve the way you think about 

the material 
• While doing group assignments be committed, respectful and engage in the group learning process. 

Help build your community.  
 
Office hours offer you an opportunity to ask for clarification or find support with understanding class material. 
Come visit me! 
  

Supporting Your Success and Creating an Inclusive Learning Environment   
As members of the UNT community, we have all made a commitment to be part of an institution that respects 
and values the identities of the students and employees with whom we interact. UNT does not tolerate identity-
based discrimination, harassment, and retaliation so we will work as a class to collaborate in ways that 
encourage inclusivity.  
 

Every student in this class should have the right to learn and engage within an environment of respect 
and courtesy from others. We will discuss our classroom’s habits of engagement and I also encourage you to 
review UNT’s student code of conduct so that we can all start with the same baseline civility understanding 
(Code of Student Conduct) (https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct) 
 

Assignments and Grading 

Class participation (10 points) 
I expect you to read all assigned readings, attend all classes, and come to class prepared to engage in discussion 
and in-class exercises. Grades for in-class attendance will take into account attendance and participation as 
evidenced by the student’s readiness to summarize the materials, critique the readings, and engage effectively 

https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
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in class discussions and exercises. Active participation means actively listening to who is speaking, asking 
pertinent / pointed questions, offering opinions respectfully, and otherwise being deeply “present” in class. 
Students coming more than 15 minutes late to class will be marked absent. To receive full credit students must 
attend and participate in at least 24 out of the 29 class sessions.  

Packback Questions (20 points) 
Participation is a requirement for this course, and the Packback Questions platform will be used for online 
discussion about class topics. The goal of Packback questions is that you have the opportunity to complete and 
analyze readings for each week in advance before you come to class.  

Your class will be divided into groups of 10 students. Each week you will participate in a discussion on Pack 
Back around the week’s topics and reading material. Participate in at least 8 discussions out of the 10 
opportunities to receive full credit. Extra credit for those who engage in a lively and spirited debate consistently.  

Your participation on Packback will count toward 20% of your overall course grade. There will be a Weekly 
Sunday at 11:59PM CST deadline for submissions. In order to receive full credit, you should submit the 
following per each deadline period:  

• 1 open-ended Question every week with a minimum Curiosity Score of 50, worth 33.33% of each 
assignment grade 

• 2 Responses every week with a minimum Curiosity Score of 50, worth 66.67% of each assignment grade 
• Half credit will be provided for questions and responses that do not meet the minimum curiosity score. 

Individual assignments (40 points) 
Students will complete three individual memo assignments worth 10 points each in the course of this semester. 
The assignments must demonstrate your engagement with the assigned readings, the class discussions and your 
own additional research. Detailed prompts for each assignment will be provided on Canvas. The following are a 
list of individual assignments.  

Assignment  Due date and time 
Assignment 1: Photo Essay  9/16/2022 before 11:59 pm (10 points) 
Assignment 2: Jane’s walk 9/30/2022 before 11:59 pm (10 points) 
Assignment 2: Site profile and analysis (compulsory 
for all) 

10/14/2022 before 11:59 pm (10 points) 

Assignment 3: Tactical Urbanism or Market Profile  11/4/2022 before 11:59 pm (10 points) 
 

Group Assignments (30 points) 
Professional planners often work in groups. Managing schedule conflicts, different viewpoints, temperaments, 
and working styles are intrinsic to the everyday work life of planners. Group work offers the potential for 
mutually enriching collaborative learning and the opportunity to leverage each other’s strengths to develop 
exciting and innovative solutions to societal and spatial problems. Students will complete the following group 
assignments. Each group work will include class presentations (60%), brief reports (20%), and peer evaluations 
(20%).  

Comprehensive plan case studies (20 points): Students will work in groups of 5 for this assignment. You will 
select one award-winning comprehensive plan from the APA website and present an overview of the 
comprehensive plan on 10/11/2022 in class. In weeks 8, 9 and 10 you will complete two analytical slides and a 
500-word passage based on the topics covered each week. In week 11 your group will present your case studies 
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and receive peer evaluation. All groups will submit a revised slide deck and a brief report of 5 pages on key 
findings in the case study and experiences from group work before week 12. The final report should be 
submitted on Pack Back. 

Planning in other nations seminar (10 points): Students will work in groups of 5 for this assignment. You will 
select one country and assess key planning issues and systems for planning in the country. You will discuss 
challenges and potential of their systems and examine if there are policy or planning ideas that could be useful 
in the US context. Final slides and a 5-page report are due on 12/2/2022 by 11:59 pm. The final report should be 
submitted on Pack Back. 

Course Schedule  
All assigned readings must be completed before class. Note deadlines and schedules for weekly discussion and 
assignments in the section titled Assignments and Grading.  
 

Week Date Topic & readings Weekly Assignments Due 
WK 1 8/30/2022 Introduction to the course  

Readings: 
Syllabus 
Levy Chapter 1 

• Syllabus quiz (10 
points) 

 
9/1/2022 Why Plan? Early Settlements and Industrial 

Urbanization  
Readings: 
Levy Chapter 2  

 

Wk 2 9/6/2022 Private property and planning 
Readings: 
Levy Chapter 3 

Packback questions 1 

 
9/8/2022 Cars, Suburbs and Revolt: 20th Century Planning 

Readings: 
Levy Chapter 4 

 

WK 3 9/13/2022 Legal Foundations of Planning + Case Law Debate 
Readings: 
Levy Chapter 5 

Packback questions 2 

 
9/15/2022 Audio Visual TBD • Assignment 1: Photo 

Essay  
WK 4 9/20/2022 Technical and Political Elements of Planning 

Readings: 
Levy Chapter 6 

Packback questions 3 

 
9/22/2022 Skills in Conflict Resolution by Leslie Roberts JD 

 

WK 5 9/27/2022 Race, class and disparate impact I 
Readings: 
Levy Chapter 7 

Packback questions 4 

 
9/29/2022 Race, class and disparate impact II 

Readings: 
Evicted; Desmond (Canvas) 

• Assignment 2: Jane’s 
walk 

WK 6 10/4/2022 Comprehensive Planning 
Readings: 
Levy Chapter 8 

Packback questions 5 

 
10/6/2022 Land use planning and zoning 
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Week Date Topic & readings Weekly Assignments Due 
Readings: 
Levy Chapter 9 

WK 7 10/11/2022 Comprehensive plan presentation of case studies 
 

 
10/13/2022 Comprehensive plan – land use planning activity • Assignment 3: Site 

Profile and Analysis 
• Group assignment 

slides and report 
WK 8 10/18/2022 Fields of planning (Urban Design) 

Readings: 
Levy Chapter 10 

Packback questions 6 

 
10/20/2022 Fields of planning (housing and community 

development) 
Readings: 
Levy Chapter 11 

• Group assignment – 2 
slides & report  

WK 9 10/25/2022 Fields of planning (Transportation) 
Readings: 
Levy Chapter 12 

Packback questions 7 

 
10/27/2022 Fields of planning (Economic Development Planning) 

Readings: 
Levy Chapter 13 

• Group assignment – 2 
slides & report  

WK 10 11/1/2022 Fields of planning (Growth management) 
Readings: 
Levy Chapter 14 

Packback questions 8 

 
11/3/2022 Fields of planning (Climate change adaptation) 

Readings: 
Levy Chapter 15 

• Assignment 4: Tactical 
Urbanism or Market 
Profile 

• Group assignment – 2 
slides and report 

WK 11 11/8/2022 Comprehensive plan case studies (final presentations)   
11/10/2022 Comprehensive plan case studies (final presentations)  

WK 12 11/15/2022 Regional planning in the United States 
Readings: 
Levy Chapter 16 

Packback questions 9 

 
11/17/2022 National planning in the United States 

Readings: 
Levy Chapter 17 

• Group assignment – 
final report 

WK 13 11/22/2022 Audio Visual TBD 
 

 
11/24/2022 Thanksgiving break (NO CLASS) 

 

WK 14 11/29/2022 Planning in other nations: Group Seminar 
Presentations 
Readings: 
Levy Chapter 18 

Packback questions 10 

 
12/1/2022 Planning in other nations: Group Seminar 

Presentations 
• Assignment: Final 

reports on other 
nations 

WK 15 12/6/2022 An introduction to planning theory I 
Readings: 
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Week Date Topic & readings Weekly Assignments Due 
Levy Chapter 19  

12/8/2022 Feedback and discussion (last day of class) 
 

 

Assignment Policies 
Assignment due dates are listed in the syllabus and posted on Canvas. For each assignment, you can find 
instructions and additional materials (if relevant) on Canvas as Word or PDF Documents. Students are 
encouraged to contact the course instructors with any questions about expectations or submittal process. Late 
assignments will not be accepted unless you seek prior approval for a legitimate reason. If you have received 
approval for late submission, submit your assignment no later than 2 weeks after the original due date.  
 
All written assignments will be checked for plagiarism with Turnitin. Students are required to submit written 
assignments for this class to Turnitin, a web-based plagiarism detection service. Before submitting your paper to 
Turnitin, please remove your title page and other personal information. 
 

Attendance and Participation   
Research has shown that students who attend class are more likely to be successful. You should attend every 
class unless you have a university excused absence such as active military service, a religious holy day, or an 
official university function as stated in the Student Attendance and Authorized Absences Policy (PDF) 
(https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.039_StudAttnandAuthAbsence.Pub2_.19.pdf). If you cannot attend 
a class due to an emergency, please let me know. Your safety and well-being are important to me.   

Being punctual indicates our respect for others. Please arrive before class begins to find a seat, prepare your 
materials, and connect with your peers. The beginning of class is especially critical—just like the beginning of a 
movie or book. Being late to class is sometimes inevitable. If you are late, know that you are welcome to join the 
class, but please do so without distracting others. More than two instances of tardiness will result in an absence 
from class. 

Because this course involves collaboration, participation is essential to learning. Our project-based activities 
require you to be actively engaged in discussions and group work. I understand tardiness and absences may 
occur. If you are late to class, please drop me an email to let me know the circumstances. If you must miss class, 
please let me know prior to your absence. 

ADA accommodation  
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 
Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to 
verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter 
to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may 
request reasonable accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should 
be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must 
obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member 
prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable 
accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask 
students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For 
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additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website (http://www.unt.edu/oda). You may also 
contact ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323. 

University policies 
Every student in my class can improve by doing their own work and trying their hardest with access to 
appropriate resources. Students who use other people’s work without citations will be violating UNT’s Academic 
Integrity Policy. Please read and follow this important set of guidelines for your academic success 
(https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003). If you have questions about this, or any UNT policy, please email me or 
come discuss this with me during my office hours. 

Academic Integrity Policy 
According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage 
in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, 
plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or 
sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University. 

Sexual Discrimination, Harassment and Assault 
UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual misconduct, including 
sexual harassment sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. Federal laws (Title IX and the 
Violence Against Women Act) and UNT policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex, and therefore 
prohibit sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual harassment, relationship 
violence, stalking, and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available to provide support and 
assistance. UNT’s Survivor Advocates can assist a student who has been impacted by violence by filing protective 
orders, completing crime victim’s compensation applications, contacting professors for absences related to an 
assault, working with housing to facilitate a room change where appropriate, and connecting students to other 
resources available both on and off campus. The Survivor Advocates can be reached at 
SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students Office at 940-565-2648. Additionally, alleged 
sexual misconduct can be non-confidentially reported to the Title IX Coordinator at oeo@unt.edu or at 940-565 
2759. 

 

 

https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/office-disability-access
https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003

	PADM 2120 Introduction to Urban and Regional Planning
	Instructor Information
	Class times and location
	Course Overview
	Course Objectives
	Recommended Materials
	How to Succeed in this Course
	Supporting Your Success and Creating an Inclusive Learning Environment
	Assignments and Grading
	Class participation (10 points)
	Packback Questions (20 points)
	Individual assignments (40 points)
	Group Assignments (30 points)

	Course Schedule
	Assignment Policies
	Attendance and Participation
	ADA accommodation
	University policies
	Academic Integrity Policy
	Sexual Discrimination, Harassment and Assault



